
STATE OF FLORIDA

May 13, 2002

The Honorable Bill Nelson
United States Senator
716 Hart Senate Office Bui1diDg
Washington, DC 20510

The Hon~rable Bob Graha.'1}
United States Senator
524 Hart SenAte Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Nelson and Graham:

The purpose of this letter is to express my concerns with H.R. 3005 ~own as ..fast track" trade
legislation. This legislation i5 presently pending before the Senate and will be deliberated in the

\'e:y near future.

Attached you wiJJ find a resolu'ion pas&ed this Spring by the National AssocLation of Attorneys
General expressing concerns with the se<:;tion ofH.R. 300S that addresses "investor protection"
provi5ions in future intema.tiona! trade agreements. Many States Attomeys General are
conc.emed that the legislation as cUITentJy dra.ft~ may alJow trade negotia.tors to if'8nt foreign
investors areaterrights tO ~eek financil.l cornpensatio!l than would ipply to Ammcan citizens
when based on state, local, or federal govcmmenta.l reiUlatory actions. The previous
implementation of sTa.~ds in Cha.pt~ 11 of the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFT A), r4iied serious concerns over its' potential impact on the power of state and Jocal
iovenunents to protect the welfare enviromnent of their cititens. While I sttcngly support the
promotion ofintemationaJ trarle, and the elimit1ation ofbarri~rt to the importa-tion or foreign
products and foreiirl investment, I do not bel.i~e it is necessary to create differetit legal
standards for foreign ipvesto.s wh~n it comes to the prote<Jtion of Florida's environment.
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For this reason, I tbi:Jk Congress $houJd ensure that new legislation providing for international
t!"ade a&reeme:!ts be free of any investor protcc:tion provisjons similar to that roW'.d in NAFT A's
cr.a.pter 11. J respectf\llly ur2e yow coDsidmtion of this itr.ponant issue, and your support of
amendnlenl6 to H. R. 3005 that wi11 prcclude foreign investors frorn receiving greater rights to
financial compensation than those afforded for our citizens,

/~~
Robert A. ButtcIWorth
Attorney Gene1a1

R.ABlma

cc: National Association of Attorneys General
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